[

94

Museum for a heath culture, Norway:
a proposal’

1. This proposal is based essentially on the
scientific work on heath culture being carried out
by the ‘Lindaasprosjektet’ team of the University
of Bergen. This work, which was begun in 1971
and is still in progress, concerns both the human
and natural aspects. The author was also able to
consult the documentation of the Historical
Monuments Services at Hordaland.

Arne H. Ingvaldsen

A great tradition

From far out west the Atlantic comes rolling towards us. At first it meets with a
low, poorly wooded coast, with its myriads of small islands, fiord gaps and straits.
This rough and low relief forms the strandflat, where the Norwegian inhabitants of
the coast live, those who are outside the fiords. We are part of a continuity along
the Atlantic—"the Oceanic Heath’ (Figs. 25, 26). Botanists and ethnologists tell us
that what looks like an underdeveloped agriculture is in fact, together with the
fisheries, a regional form of a carefully calculated balance of resources. The land is
not bare because ‘it is so exposed’. Wide heaths are not wasteland, but cultivated
areas achieved by a hard struggle.

The heather is a silent witness of a 2,000-year-old agricultural work form. The
cultivation of the evergreen heather was the key to keeping a maximum number of




























